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Where did September go?! This month has flown by and brought some much-needed rain. The end of October is
the perfect time to start thinking about adding a new tree to your landscape. It's also a great opportunity to take
note of trees with striking fall color and consider adding one to your own yard
Happy Gardening!
Jessica Bessin,
Mercer County Extension Agent for Horticulture
Kissing Bugs In Kentucky
Have no fear your local entomologist is here to put your mind at ease when it comes to all of the kissing bug
stories in the news. Kissing bugs have been a hot topic lately, due to their ability to spread Chagas disease.
However, our local kissing bug, the Eastern Bloodsucking Conenose (such a friendly name) operates differently
than its cousin that spreads Chagas.
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Horticulture Class Reminders

Mark Those Calendars!!

Starting this spring, you have the option to receive a text message reminder

sle e UPcc_’ming homCUIture_ degszs Loz izl or e e Harrodsburg Tree Board Meeting— October 20th, Mercer County Extension Office 5:00 PM
below to sign up for our remind system. After calling the

Extension Office to RSVP for one of our horticulture classes, J Mercer County Farmers Market-Final Market Day October 25th, The Stable
you will receive a text message reminding you the class is
happening, if you need to bring any additional supplies, or if “’ Be on the lookout as the market will be hosting a holiday pop up market on November 19th and a small biz
we must cancel due to inclement weather. Stay in the loop with everything that is Saturday market on November 29th. Follow their Facebook page for all the latest updates about these events!
happening with the horticulture program! www.remind.com/join/mcehp ‘A
cOOr Fort Harrod Beekeeping Club-October 27th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:30 PM

This month the bee club will be joined by Jake Beeman Barker! Make sure to check out the Fort Harrod Beekeeping

Heath Aster
Facebook page for all the latest updates and announcements!

This fall I've talked with several people about a plant with little white flowers that are . . . . .
County Extension Council Meeting-October 28th, Mercer County Extension Office 6:00 PM

covered in honey bees and other native bees. When coming home from work one

evening | discovered this plant was scattered all over one of our pastures. After | did a Tree Care-November 6th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM AN\

little investigating, | discovered it was an aster, commonly called Heath Aster or White See flyer for more details. k%)

Aster. . . . . Fort Harrod
Holiday One Stop Shop-November 8th, The Stable (Fairgrounds) 9:00 AM-3:00 PM

BeeKeeping Club

In a pasture and lawn setting, these asters are considered weeds. However, when | .
See flyer for more details.

approached these plants on a warm fall day all | could hear was buzzing. Covering this plant’s tiny white flowers
were many different insects happily working the flowers. These asters provide an important source of nectar for Fort Harrod Garden Club— November 10th, Mercer County Extension Office 10:00 AM

honey bees, bumble bees, flies, solitary bees, butterflies and more in the fall. This month we are learning all about Sedum.

Heath Asters are perennials and native to America. They can be found growing in dry America Recycles Day (Shred Truck)-November 14th , Mercer County Extension Office 1:00-4:00 PM

rocky areas. Once they are established they are very drought and deer tolerant. My Kickstart the Canopy-November 15th, Anderson Dean Park 10:00 AM-12:00 PM

theory as to why we have seen so many is due to our dry summer and fall. They can grow

to 1-3ft tall and 1-2ft wide. These plants can make a great addition to any pollinator See insert for more detalls.

garden, for a fall nectar supply. If they are more of a weed issue in your landscape, we
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also have a few different control options to eradicate them as well.
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KICKSTART
THE CANOPY

COMMUNITY TREE PLANTING DAY

HELP US GROW SHADE, BEAUTY, AND COMMUNITY!

Join us for a growin| day around the soecer fields for a
greener, cooler park for all!

aleln

DATE: [Insert Date— Spring or Fall]
@ TIME: [Insert Time, e.g. 9:00 AM -12:00 PM]

LOCATION: Soccer Fields—Anderson Dean
Community Park, 1501 Loulsville Rd,
Harrodsburg, KY

WHAT TO EXPECT:

* Tree planting around field aidelines

« Fun stations for kids and families

« Light anacks and refreshments

 Learn about the benefits of urban trees
« Community volunteer hours available

WHO CAN JOIN? | Families, youth teams, schools,
« Gloves (sonrprovided)  service groups & park supporters

WHAT TO BRING | Gloves (some provided)
LET'S GROW SOMETHING LASTING - TOGETHER.

RSVP or learn more at:
N4 [Your Email] | Website or Social Media Page




